
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER #1 
30 July 2017. 

Terry Jones of Western Australia suggested I reintroduce a RWA newsletter.  So here goes.  Hopefully I can find the 

time and make them a regular event.  But let me say at the outset this newsletter is not going to be about reproducing 

what is already available on the web.  Heel and Toe, produced by Tim Erickson has world-wide distribution and is 

an excellent newsletter. The face-book page ‘Racewalkers Across Australia” by Denise Smith is also a valuable 

source of information. Readers are encouraged to access both these resources.  This newsletter will be more about 

reporting on what the President, Executive of RWA and others have been doing in an effort to further advance race 

walking in Australia. 

Distribution of this newsletter is, in the first instant, to the Executive and Management Committee of Race Walking 

Australia.  Recipients are encouraged to send the newsletter to members of their race walking club and other 

interested parties. 

It is proposed to distribute a newsletter on a bimonthly basis. 

The Challenges for a New President: 

Since taking office as President of RWA there have been quite a number of challenges. 

Firstly I needed to find a Vice President and Secretary. There were no volunteers at the Annual General Conference. 

Following the AGC Shane Pearson of Queensland volunteered for the VP role (with a bit of encouragement from 

Peter Bennett) and Terry Swan of Victoria acceded to a request from me to take on the role of Secretary (and 

Webmaster) thanks to a recommendation by Di Lowden. Both these appointments have met with resounding support 

and I look forward to their on-going contribution.  Andrew Mitchell, Life Member and our long serving Treasurer, 

continues maintaining this vital role in RWA. 

Having filled the executive positions the challenge remained to get our web page up to date and to change 

authorisations.  This became the task of Terry Swan.  Terry, in conjunction with considerable input from Tim 

Erickson, was able to re-establish our webpage and get a face-book page up.   Both are great and you are encouraged 

to access both to find up to date information about RWA.  Note that it is my intention to use the webpage as our 

major form of communication.  For example, advice about future events, forms for the Postal Challenge, forms for 

submitting handicaps for second federation, notices of motion for AGC and special meetings etc. 

A third challenge has been getting across all that was needed to have the joint AA/RWA race walking event is 

Wollongong operate successfully.  Regrettably several texts and an email have failed to generate a response from the 

http://www.rwa.org.au/wp/


competition department of AA.  So RWA is very reliant on Heather Mitchell of the NSWRWC to put all that is 

necessary in place at Wollongong.  I’m sure that the NSWRWC will deliver.  Thank-you to Tim Erickson for 

providing a ‘handbook’ for the second federation event.  I thought for a while that I would have to write one. 

Jill Huxley: 

In this first newsletter I would publically like to acknowledge the extraordinary contribution made by Jill Huxley.  

Jill as many of you will be aware has resigned from officiating.  Her commitment to race walking and athletics over 

many, many years has indeed been outstanding.  Thank-you Jill.  Further accolades can be found on the RWA 

webpage and face-book.  

 

Some Possible Changes for Your Consideration: 

Race walking, as we are all aware continues to be challenged on all fronts e.g. continuance of a 50 Km event, the 

viability of a 50 Km event for women, recognition, a change of venue for the magnificent June Canberra race 

walking carnival, the lack of support from several state athletic associations for race walking (despite the 

international success enjoyed by our race walkers) and so on.  In an attempt to further invigorate race walking in 

Australia I am investigating a number of ‘proposals’.  I have listed these below and would welcome your comments 

– both favourable and not so.  But if you are not in favour please offer some alternatives.  Remember ‘If you are not 

part of the solution then you are part of the problem.’ 

Propositions follow: 

1. The Open 20 mile event, traditionally successful as it has been, becomes the Australian Open 30 kilometre 

Championship open to male and female competitors. 

Reason:  AA does not conduct a 30 kilometre championship.  Whilst it would be a shame to discontinue 

the 20 mile event the introduction of a 30 Kilometre championship may give the Canberra Carnival greater 

prestige and may encourage ‘elite’ athletes to again compete.  It should be noted that all competitors in the 

2017 20 mile race in Canberra were master’s athletes. 

An additional benefit for female athletes is that it may provide a ‘pathway’ for potential 50 Kilometre 

female walkers. 

2. The Under 12 events at the RWA Canberra June Carnival be renamed the ‘Australian Under 12 Road 

Walking Championship; 

Reason:  Neither AA or ALAC conduct these events.  Further they would give the Canberra Carnival 

greater prestige and hopefully attract greater numbers. 



3. RWA, through an affiliated race walking club, introduce an ‘Australian 15 kilometre Road walking 

Championship; 

Reason:  There is no current Championship event.  The introduction of a 15 Km championship event 

would provide a ‘pathway’ for those athletes moving from Under 20 10 Kilometre events to Open age 20 

kilometre events and may encourage greater retention of race walkers. 

4. Due to AA’s unwillingness or lack of ability to maintain a database of race walking judges the RWA take 

responsibility for establishing such a database (most states have a database of sorts) and that: 

• RWA post a list of all race walking judges; 

• RWA evaluate the performance of race walking judges using a panel of senior judges and an 

examination of Chief Judges Summary Sheets of major events; and 

• RWA make recommendations to AA re appointments for major events. 

5. RWA establish the position of ‘National Youth Race Walking Coach’. 

Reasons:  There is no such position.  AA does have a position of National Junior Race walking Coach 

however.  The current provision of one Under 17 camp a year by AA for up and coming athletes is 

inadequate.  Transition from mid-teens to Under 20 and senior competition is somewhat minimal and 

experiences considerable dropout.  An appointment of this type may provide incentives for the teenage 

walker to continue in race walking. 

6. RWA re-introduce the Australian Grand Prix of Race Walking.  Whereas a sponsor is crucial to the success 

of this event finding one may not be impossible. 

The above proposals are a few to consider.  Others will come in time.  Your responses are welcomed.  Please 

forward them to me at bob.cruise@bigpond.com 

And of course, your contribution to this newsletter, particularly club reports and reports on the success or otherwise 

of locally based initiatives would be welcomed. 

 

 

Bob Cruise 

President 

Race Walking Australia 

 

 


