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The Voice of Race Walking in Australia 

NEWSLETTER # 2/2017 

 September 2017.  

The Second Federation: 

The ‘Second’ Federation event took place at Wollongong, NSW on the 27th August 2017. The event, as has been the practice for 

a number of years, took place in conjunction with the Athletics Australia Road Walking Championships. 

General responsibility for the event was assigned to a local coordinating committee established by Athletics NSW.  The NSWRWC 

Club had little to do with the organisation aside from ensuring that all medals and trophies for federation events were acquired and 

distributed at the presentations which took place immediately after the conclusions of the last walking event – a major task in itself. 

Recording and generation of AA results was the responsibility of AA whereas the results of RWA events were generated by the 

President of RWA using a spreadsheet developed by him for this event.  Desirable as it may be to have AA undertake all results 

(including handicaps and teams) it appears as though Meet Manager, the program used by AA, is unable to meet the specific criteria 

established by RWA to determine results. 

The course, a narrow concrete path of one kilometre length with two point turns seemed, pre competition, to be a fast course but 

alas performances did not support this. There were however some good performances.  

Michael Hosking and Claire Talent, in her second 20kilometre event in a month, recorded good times in the 20 kilometre events 

but unfortunately were outside the Commonwealth Games qualifying times.  Tyler Jones (NSWRWC) and Declan Tingay 

(WARWC) demonstrated that the walking future of Australia is in good hands. 

Of the younger walkers impressive wins were gained by Joe Cross (SARWC) and Alana Pitcher (NSWRWC). 

It was disappointing that there were no entries in the Under 20 Men and only two entries in the Under 20 women’s events but given 

that many walkers in their late teens are involved in crucial Year 12 studies with impending examinations this is probably 

understandable. 

Results of the ‘Second’ Federation event can be found on the RWA webpage – see www.rwa.org.au  

Number of participants: 

NSW VICTORIA WA SA TASMANIA QUEENSLAND ACT 

48 6 4 9 5 15 19 

 

 

http://www.rwa.org.au/wp/
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The Next Federation? 

 

Given the considerable work involved in the setting up of such an event and the requirements of parents and athletes to arrange 

affordable accommodation and travel, it would be highly advantageous to all if AA were able to advise of the state in which this 

event will be held and the date. A three year plan should not be impossible. 

The Venue of recent past ‘Second’ federation events are shown below: 

2008 Melbourne 

2009  Sydney 

2010 Brisbane 

2011 Canberra 

2012 Adelaide 

2013 Launceston 

2014 Albany 

2015 Melbourne 

2016 Canberra 

2017  Wollongong

Queensland Race Walking Club has already begun lobbying for this event to be held in Queensland in 2018. 

Commonwealth Games Appointments: 

Congratulations to our international race walking judges, Zoe Eastwood-Bryson (Chief Judge) and Kirsten Crocker (Assistant Chief 

Judge), on their appointments to the Commonwealth Games Race Walking Judging Panel.  Well done. 

It is also pleasing to note that a number of others who have/are involved in race walking have also been appointed.  Congratulations 

to Suzanne Callaway, Ellen and Denis Coker, Rosemary Coleman, Diane Lowden, Carmen Sims, Lisa Colquhoun, Marion 

Buchanan and Lorraine Morgan on their appointments. My apologies if I have missed anyone. 

Previously Proposed Initiatives: 

The last newsletter proposed a number of changes to the competition program of RWA.  Following feedback the following actions 

will now be implemented. 

1. The proposals below will be put to the Management Committee for their recommendation to the Executive of RWA: 

 

• The Under 12 events at the RWA Canberra June Carnival be renamed the ‘Australian Under 12 Road 

  Walking Championship; and 

• That RWA, through an affiliated race walking club, introduce an ‘Australian 15 kilometre Road Walking 

Championship. 

 

2. The following proposal be further discussed with Athletics Australia: 

 

• Athletics Australia maintain a database of race walking judges and that: 

a. AA post a list of all race walking judges; 

b. RWA evaluate the performance of race walking judges using a panel of senior judges and  

 an examination of Chief Judges Summary Sheets of major events; and 

c. RWA make recommendations to AA re appointments for major events. 

 

3. Proposals that require further consideration and input from RWA members follow: 

• Reintroduction of the Australian Grand Prix of Race Walking.  Whereas a sponsor is crucial to the success of this event 

finding one may not be impossible. 

• The Open 20 mile event, traditionally successful as it has been, becomes the Australian Open 30 kilometre Championship 

open to male and female competitors. 

It should be noted that AA does not conduct a 30 kilometre championship.  Whilst it would be a shame to discontinue 

the 20 mile event the introduction of a 30 Kilometre championship may give the Canberra Carnival greater prestige and 

may encourage ‘elite’ athletes to again compete.  It should be noted that all competitors in the 2017 20 mile race in 

Canberra were master’s athletes.  An additional benefit for female athletes is that it may provide a ‘pathway’ for potential 

50 Kilometre female walkers. 
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• The position of ‘National Youth Race Walking Coach’ be established by RWA. 

Currently no such position exists.  AA does have a position of National Junior Race walking Coach however.  The current 

provision of one Under 17 camp a year by AA for up and coming athletes is inadequate.  Transition from mid-teens to 

Under 20 and senior competition is somewhat minimal and experiences considerable dropout.  An appointment of this 

type may provide incentives for the teenage walker to continue in race walking. 

A Bit of History 

Following are two articles from my race walking files.  Regrettably the source of the first is unknown but I suspect it is from the 

book ‘The King of the Peds’ by P.S.Marshall which is available to purchase from Amazon.com.  The second is written by myself 

following some research on early Australian/Australasian walkers. 

The Astley Belt: 

This is an advertising flyer, printed in London, showing the five competitors expected to be in the fourth 

international contest for the Astley Belt held at the Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, during June 16-21, 

1879. The contestants were, from left, Edward Payson Weston of Providence, Rhode Island, USA; Richard 

Harding of Blackwall, London, England; Henry "Blower" Brown of Fulham, London, England; John Ennis 

of Chicago, USA, and Charles Rowell of Chesterton, Cambridge, England. Weston, shown in his usual 

walking attire (high boots, fancy shirt, and riding crop in hand), won the race by scoring 550 miles and 110 

yards in 141 hours and 55 minutes (including periods of running very fast--his 526th mile being covered in 

7:37). He became the first man to cover 550 miles in 6 days. Brown covered 453 miles; Ennis stopped after 

180 miles and Harding dropped out after only 109 miles. Rowell, winner of the belt in March of the same 

year, didn't show up for the race due to a training injury.  

  

The small print at the lower right side of the flyer reads, "The Belt. The Gift of Sir J L Ashley [sic], Bart., 

MP, was first won by O'Leary, Agricultural Hall, London, March, 1878, and Rowell beat O'Leary, New 

York, April, 1879, & Brought the Belt Back to England. It remains to be seen whether Ennis can beat our 

men." The bottom line is the name of the flyer's printer. (Image courtesy of P. S. Marshall. All rights 

reserved. See page 238 of King of the Peds.) 

 

 

The Controversial Harry Kerr 
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In 1908 Australia and New Zealand competed in the Olympics as a single ‘nation’ – Australasia.  It wasn’t until 1920 

that New Zealand athletes competed as a separate nation at the Olympic Games. Athletes from both countries were 

selected based on performances in their own country and sometimes based on ‘head on head’ competitions. 

Harry Kerr was a New Zealander.  He was one of three New Zealand athletes to represent Australasia at the 1908 

Olympics.   

 

Edward “Harry” Kerr was born on 28th January, 1879 in Taranaki, New Zealand.  He enjoyed success at a number of 

sports including shooting and rugby and participated in numerous track and field disciplines.   

 

Harry Kerr became the first New Zealander to win an Olympic medal when he won the Bronze medal in the 3500 

metre race walk event held at the 1908 White City, London, Olympics.  But his representation was not without 

considerable controversy.  

 

Harry Kerr, centre, with other Australasian team members on their way to the 1908 London Olympics. 

(Source:  North Shore Times, New Zealand) 

 

Kerr had competed as a professional for a number of years prior to 1906.  It was then that he sought reinstatement as 

an amateur.  He had already had some impressive performances as a professional.  Credited with walks of 6:11.8 for 

the mile and 13:28.0 for two miles he was indeed worthy of consideration by the New Zealand officials. 

 

Upon his return to amateur ranks in January 1907 Kerr walked a new national record of 6:26 for the mile.  Sometime 

later he broke the national record for the two mile.  But neither of these records were allowed.  An official from 

Australia, a Mr. Coombes, known as ‘King Dick’ Coombes, who was visiting New Zealand, reportedly to see if their 

New Zealanders were “doing it right” determined, after viewing Kerr at ‘practice’, that Kerr’s style was not acceptable 

and that any earlier records would not be ratified.1   Kerr’s style, although not acceptable to ‘King Dick’ Coombes, 

was acceptable to the international judges at the 1908 Olympic Games where he finished third.  From 1908 to 1911 

                                                           
1   Source is Peter Heiderstrom book ‘Athletes of the Century’. 
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Kerr’s performances were outstanding being highly successful in both new Zealand and Australia.  Kerr retired in 

1912 and served in World War 1. 

 

But the walking ‘bug’ was too much.  In 1925, at the age of 46, Kerr returned to race walking winning several national 

championships before finally retiring. 

 

In 2008, 100 years after Kerr was successful, New Zealanders celebrated their first ever Olympic medalist with the 

staging of the Harry Kerr Centennial Walking Relay.  Replicas of the bronze medal received by Kerr were made 

available to members of the first three teams to finish.  The winning team received a Shield made from 2000 year old 

Kauri timber. 

 

Kerrs competitive record is shown below: 

NZ Championships:   One mile 1908, 1911, 1912, 1925.   Three miles 1911, 1925. 

Australasian Championships:  One mile 1908, 1909, 1911.   Three miles 1908, 1909, 1911. 

 

Controversial Harry Kerr died of cancer on May 17, 1951. 

 

R.J.Cruise 

Upcoming Events: 

❖ The Australian 50 Kilometre Championship is to be held at Fawkner Park in Melbourne on the 3rd December 

preceded by a Race Walking Judging Seminar on Saturday December 2nd at the Blackman in St Kilda Road, 

Melbourne.  Details appear on the RWA face book and web pages; 

❖ The next major activity for underage race walkers is their state school championships followed by the 

Australian All Schools Championships to be held in Adelaide between December 8th and 10th.;  

❖ The Oceania 20 kilometre event in Adelaide on February 11th 2018; and 

❖ The AA Track and Field Championships to be held on the Gold Coast between Thursday 15th to Sunday 18th 

February, 2018. 

Contributions: 

And of course, your contribution to this newsletter, particularly club reports and reports on the success or otherwise 

of locally based initiatives would be welcomed as well as any other matter you may think is relevant and beneficial to 

the further development of race walking in Australia.   

Please forward them to me at bob.cruise@bigpond.com 

 

Bob Cruise 

President 

RWA. 

 

mailto:bob.cruise@bigpond.com

